
Changing English 

 

 

Kevin McCaughey, 

Regional English Language Officer 

 Kyiv, Ukraine 

 

 
https://www.facebook.com/relokyiv/ 

What Teachers  

Should Know 

Alla  

McCaughey 

 

 

 

1897 public domain 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/relokyiv/
https://www.facebook.com/relokyiv/


 

 

Goals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How English is Changing 

 

 

 

 

Some Ideas for Teachers 

Technology 

Speaker Demographics 



 

 

Spoiler Alert! 
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Don’t worry that English is 

changing 

Be proud of your English 

 

 

 

 

Keep up with the tech, if you can, 

and consider the new literacies 
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How is English changing? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Use the  

chatbox 
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What does “fleek” mean? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“English Language is Changing Faster Than Ever.”  

The Telegraph, May 2015 

Recent poll:  86% of British parents 

think their children speak another 

language on social media 
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Keep up with the technology  

if you can 

 

If you can’t, encourage 

students to keep you  

informed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

New Literacies 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“I think we’re in the midst of a 

literacy revolution…” 

Professor Andrea Lundsford  

(2006) 

from Wired, 8/24/2009 



 

 

New Literacies 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

online chats discussion forums 

blogs texting 

tweeting social media 



 

 

How are these forms of writing 

different from traditional 

classroom writing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

How are these forms of writing 

different from traditional 

classroom writing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

infographics 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

MeoMam Studios 

Creative Commons 

podcasts 

 
digital stories 
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Part II 
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ABBA 

“Dancing Queen” ranks #174  

on Rolling Stone magazine’s 

 top 500 songs of all time 



 

 

   



 

 Let’s do an experiment! 



1. You need a pen and paper.  We     

are taking away the chatbox! 

2. Number from 1-7 on your paper.  

3. Write the name of the language    

you hear.  

4. If you don’t know, guess! 

 



3.   

1.   

4.   

5.   

6.   

7.   

2.   



 

 
Listen to the audio 

www.clker.com 

 

 

 



3.  Zulu 

1.  Arabic 

4. French 

5.  English 

6.  Ukrainian 

7.  Spanish 

2.  Cambodian 

Miriam Makeba 

Najat Al Saghira 

Jacques Brel 

Kevin & Uliana 

Okean Elzy 

Laura Fygi 

Dengue Fever 



 

 

Take Poll 1 
 

 

Select all that you identified 

correctly 
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UK Department  

for  

International  

Development 2015 

 

 

 

US Library of Congress 

 

 

 

American Influence 

Wikipedia Commons 

photo 1921 

Lipofski Basketballphoto.com 

 

 

 

Zoran Veselinovic 

CC-BY-SA 

 

 

 

TriStar Pictures promotional 

poster 

 

 

 

US DOS 

 

 

 

By MGM / Clarence Bull [Public 
domain] via Wikipedia 

 

 

 

1902: author unknown 

 

 

 



Levi Strauss 

1902: author unknown 
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Hedy Lamarr 

By MGM / Clarence Bull [Public 
domain] via Wikipedia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Born in Austria 

 

Moved to U.S. 1938, actress 

 

Invented “frequency hopping” 

as a torpedo guidance system 

(1940) 

 

Today this technology is used in 

our cell phones 

 

 



Famous Lines from T2 

TriStar Pictures promotional 

poster 

 

 

 



Countries with at least one million 

English speakers 

and where English has some official status 

Take Poll 3 

 

 



Listen to the audio 

Countries with at least one million 

English speakers 

and where English has some official status 

www.clker.com 

 

 

 



From English as a Global Language, David Crystal 

Australia, New Zealand,  

Papua New Guinea, Singapore,  

the Philippines, Malaysia, Sri Lanka,  

India, Nepal, Zambia, Tanzania,  

Liberia, Nigeria, Ghana, South Africa,  

Uganda, Jamaica, Kenya,  

Cameroon, Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe,  

Ireland, the UK, Canada, Pakistan,  

Bangladesh, Hong Kong, the USA,  

Trinidad and Tobago 

 song at www.etseverywhere.com 
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Inner circle 

Outer circle 

Expanding 

Circle 

Braj Kachru’s Circle Model 



Kachru’s Circle Model 

Inner circle 

Outer circle 
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Circle 



Kachru’s Circle Model 

Inner circle 

Outer circle 

Expanding 

Circle 

400 million 

400 million 

1 billion 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With many more non-native 

speakers, English will change, 

and is changing 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Singlish 

“catch no ball” 

“go stun” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

David Graddol (2006) 

“Asia, especially India and 

China, probably now holds the 

key to the long-term future of 

English as a global language.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 • English now 

belongs to the 

world, with non-

native speakers 

far outnumbering 

native speakers 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 

 

Which English 

should be our model? 
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Take Polls 4 & 5 
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Do we ask students to learn 

both forms? 

 

Or do we just accept both 

as correct? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 • English boosts 

stability, 

employability and 

prosperity in 

developing and 

emerging 

economies 



 

 

 

 From English Next, David Graddol, British Council 



 

 

 

Non-native English 

teachers have advantages 

 

 

 

 
They know the educational system 

 

They know the local language 

 

They know how they learned English  

in the same environment 
(Fitzpatrick 2007) 



 

 

 

 

Should students get 

listening practice from 

non-native speakers? 

 

 

 



Take Poll 6 
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Esmerelda 

 

 

 

 
But it’s something that I, that I   

really _____ from my _______ 

—my friends, sister, my mom then I  

didn’t see her for ______ years ago,  

and I  was _______, I was fourteen  

years old the last ______ when  

I saw her. 

 



 

 

Esmerelda 

 

 

 

 
But it’s something that I, that I   

really miss from my country 

—my friends, sister, my mom then I  

didn’t see her for seven years ago,  

and I was fourteen, I was fourteen  

years old the last time when I saw her. 

 



 

 

A teacher from Cameroon 

 

 

 

audio from Voice of America’s “Wordmaster” 

Downloaded from manythings.org 
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When it             we’ll get by  

When it’s             we’ll get by 

So what if our            ’s got holes? 

So what if our           is broke? 

We’ll get dry 

 

We’ll get by, we’ll get by 

We won’t be                not you and I 

—not even hopin’ it 

Life is a             so let’s open it, 

and know we’ll get by 

 



 

 

 

 

When it  storms  we’ll get by  

When it’s cold we’ll get by 

So what if our blanket’s got holes? 

So what if our umbrella  is broke? 

We’ll get dry 

 

We’ll get by, we’ll get by 

We won’t be rich not you and I 

—not even hopin’ it 

Life is a gift so let’s open it, 

and know we’ll get by 
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http://americanenglish.state.gov/english-teaching-forum 



 

 

With English changing, we 

have to be a little careful with 

correct and incorrect 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Consider… 

 

 

 

 

“If he would’ve said…” 

“If he had said…” 



 

 

Consider… 

 

 

 

 

“If he would’ve said…” 

“If he had said…” 

38 million Google hits 

17 million Google hits 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 • English boosts 

stability, 

employability and 

prosperity in 

developing and 

emerging 

economies 



 

 

 2013 Survey 
by The National Association of Colleges and Employers 

 

 

from Forbes magazine, October 11, 2013 

 

 

Top 4 Skills Employers Seek 

 

 



 

 

1. Ability to work in a team 

2. Ability to make decisions and 

solve problems 

3. Ability to plan, organize and 

prioritize work 

4. Ability to communicate 

verbally with people inside 

and outside the organization 

 
from Forbes magazine, October 11, 2013 



Take-Aways 

  

 

 

 

Don’t worry that English is 

changing 

Be proud of your English 

 

 

 

 

Keep up with the tech, if you can, 

and consider the new literacies 



The opinions in this presentation are 

Kevin’s and don’t reflect any official policy. 

 

(and Kevin is a little unusual) 
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